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The Port Wakefield to Port Augusta Alliance is jointly funded by the 
Australian and the South Australian governments (80:20); to deliver 
crucial connectivity to regional South Australia. The projects will improve 
traffic flow and reduce congestion for all road users, and improve safety 
and freight productivity along the National Land Transport Network. 
 
Works in Port Augusta 

Port Augusta’s new bridge opened to a single lane of 
traffic in each direction on Sunday,15 May 2022. This 
exciting achievement coincided with the closure of the 
existing Joy Baluch AM Bridge to enable a full 

refurbishment prior to both bridges opening.  

Community event to open new Joy Baluch AM Bridge, May 2022 

 

Construction Update 

The refurbishment of the existing bridge involves the 
removal of the existing footpath and handrailing, bridge 

beam strengthening, installation of road barriers to 
provide greater vehicle protection and installation of a  
new cantilevered shared user path.  

The team are using two specially fabricated platforms to 
complete the works under the bridge. These platforms, 

that are visible when driving over the bridge, enable 
works to occur across the water.  

Work continues on the approaches to the new bridge, 
including the Shared Use Path connections.  

This work includes constructing a new, three metre-
wide pedestrian bridge across the ARTC rail corridor, 
due for completion shortly. 

The western footpath along Augusta Highway has been 

closed for the upgrade of the Mackay Street 
intersection to include traffic signals.  

Pedestrians crossing at Mackay Street will  detoured 
along Young Street and Flinders Terrace. Shortly, the 
new Shared Use Path from the new bridge to Tassie 

Street will open to the public.  

Mackay Street will be temporarily closed to vehicle 
access for several months, with access to the CBD 
detoured via Flinders Terrace. Tassie Street is now 

permanently open to traffic. 

Keep an eye out for information about our Community 
Information Sessions for the new swimming pontoon.  

Upcoming Works 

October 2022:  

The current alignment of the traffic management 
controls on the western side of the Whyalla abutment of 

the Joy Baluch AM Bridge will be modified to move the 
cross over from the south carriageway to north 
carriageway further up the abutment.  

The installation of the new 3 metre wide Shared Use 

Path, canterlevered off the side of the new bridge, will 
commence construction in October.  
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Works in Port Wakefield 

Construction Update 

It has been a busy year for the Port Wakefield Overpass 

and Highway Duplication team.  

After opening the Port Wakefield Overpass in 
December 2021, the team successfully opened the new 
Copper Coast Highway slip lane and completed a major 

traffic switch through the township. 

The northbound slip lane onto the Copper Coast 
Highway opened to traffic in March 2022. The slip lane 
allows traffic to merge at speed to one lane over a 

longer distance on the Copper Coast Highway. 

The new configuration diverts southbound traffic onto 
the newly constructed southbound carriageway east of 
the service stations and bakery.  

Northbound lanes north and south of the township were 
recently opened providing two lanes all the way through 
the township.  

 

Port Wakefield River bridges, north of township, September 2022 

The replacement of the existing bridge over the 
Wakefield River is now complete and open to traffic, 
with new road lighting to be installed in October.  

Asphalting of the new northbound lanes through the 
Port Wakefield township is complete, and works on the 
new town park are nearing completion. 

Traffic through the township is now in its permenant 
alignment, with road marking and sign placement 

complete. 

New southbound lanes (right) and landscaping (foreground), July 2022 

 

Port Wakefield Road northbound carriageway through the township, 
July 2022 

FAST FACT 

More than 29,000 tonnes of asphalt was used to lay 
the new road surface through the Port Wakefield 
township.
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Works in Lower Eyre Peninsula 

Construction Update 

The Lower Eyre Peninsula Overtaking Lanes Project is 
nearing completion.  

Road construction, kerbing and landscaping has been 

undertaken for the Western Approach Road and Pine 
Freezers Road intersection upgrade. Final road 
surfacing and linemarking require drier weather and will 
be completed in October 2022. 

The westbound overtaking lane on Flinders Highway, at 
the junction with Tod Highway, is progressing well with 
all earthworks and the base layers of the road complete. 

Impacts of Weather on New Surfaces 

The Alliance is monitoring the condition of the newly 
resurfaced road sections and are making repairs as 

needed. 

 

Augusta Highway Overtaking Lanes 

Port Wakefield to Lochiel 

The $260 million Augusta Highway Duplication Project 
will deliver 28 kilometres of duplicated road between 

Port Wakefield and Lochiel. This will provide motorists 
with dual, two-lane carriageways, and upgraded 
connecting intersections.  

The Augusta Highway Duplication team are in full swing, 
with more than 95% of earthworks complete and 45% 

of pavement works complete. 

Drainage installation and service relocations are 
underway, as are intersection upgrade works. 

The project will be completed in two stages. Stage one 

is the construction of the new southbound highway, with 
stage two being the refurbishment of the existing 
highway.  

The project is scheduled to complete the full duplicated 

alignment in 2024. 

Augusta Highway duplication, near Kangaroo Hill Road, July 2022 

 

 

Surface miner at work on Augusta Highway Duplication, near Kangaroo 
Hill Road, July 2022 

Lochiel Overtaking Lane 

The Augusta Highway Overtaking Lanes work is 
progressing, with the final road pavement works on the 

Lochiel overtaking lane commencing soon.  

Landscaping works and hydroseeding along the 
roadside is also underway.  

This project is scheduled for completion in late 2022. 

Redhill Overtaking Lanes 

Works have commenced on the Red Hill overtaking 
lane. Changed traffic conditions are now in place.
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Our Community 

In August 2021, PW2PA celebrated the successful 
completion of the first Certificate II in Civil Construction 
training program cohort. 12 months on, all 16 trainees 
have successfully secured ongoing employment, some 

are still working onsite at Port Wakefield with the 
PW2PA Alliance team. Other program graduates have 
joined the teams at Intract, Buttrose Earthmovers, BMD 
and Dunns Earthmoving. 

 

Certificate II in Civil Construction 2021 cohort 

Joy Baluch AM New Bridge Opening Event 15 May 

2022 

 

L-R: Jon Whelan, DIT CEO; Brett Benbow, Mayor of Port Augusta; Hon. 
Geoff Brock MP, Member for Stuart; Eddie Hughes MP, Member for 
Giles; Rowan Ramsey MP, Member for Grey; Uncle Harry Dare; David 
Paige; Jonas Dare; Stephen Atkinson and Linda Dare 

Anderson Dancers travel across the Joy Baluch AM Bridge

 

Stay Informed 

Want to stay up-to-date with our project? 

Follow ‘PW2PA’ on the SitePodium app for updates 
and project images.  

SitePodium presents information in a social media-
style format, allowing project information, images 
and updates to be shared quickly.  

The app enables you to provide project feedback 
and direct contact with the project team. It is 
available to download from the Apple App Store or 
Google Play to your smart phone or tablet.  

Look for the SitePodium logo below. 

 

 

 

 

Stay in Touch 

For more project information, or to subscribe to our 
project updates; visit our project website at 
www.pw2pa.com.au 

If you’d like to write to us, send your email to  
enquiries@pw2pa.com.au 

If you’d like to talk to a member of the project team, 
call us on 1300 161 407.  
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