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Construction update
Port Wakefield Overpass
The PW2PA Alliance has undertaken substantial
earthworks at the Augusta Highway junction with Copper
Coast Highway, north of Port Wakefield; one of South
Australia’s busiest regional road junctions, as well as a
national and regional link between Adelaide, Port Augusta
and the Yorke Peninsula.

Significant changes to the work area, in preparation for
construction of the overpass, has already resulted in traffic
barrier installation, median strip removal, road realignment
and the installation of 165,000m3 of soil to build the bridge
abutments on either side of the Augusta Highway.

Aerial view of the Augusta Highway junction with Copper Coast Highway, looking south (March 2021)
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Wakefield River Bridge
Overpass fast facts as at April 2021
•

51 precast concrete piles have been driven into the
ground to a depth of 15m.

•

Two Detention Basins, the equivalent of 60 Olympicsized swimming pools (150,000m3), will be built to
assist with stormwater management.

•

8m high bridge abutments; the structures on either
side of the highway that will support the overpass
bridge.

Piling for the new southbound bridge across the Wakefield
River is complete, preparing for the installation of the piling
caps and the concrete beams to form the bridge deck.

Township Works
To date, preparation for the new southbound lanes has
included:
•

clearing approximately 4kms of land; and

•

relocating 3kms of water infrastructure, which will
improve the reliability of Port Wakefield’s water supply.

South of the township, 60,000 tonnes of road base, sourced
from the local quarry, has been used for road construction.

Aerial view of the western abutment and piles, as well as centre pier piles visible
(March 2021)
The PW2PA team south of the township (March 2021)

Cleared area for the new Port Wakefield southbound lanes (February 2021)
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Piling works for the new southbound bridge across the Wakefield River (February 2021)
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Upcoming works

Other project works

Port Wakefield Overpass

Dublin Saleyard access upgrade

•

The Australian and South Australian governments have
committed $11 million ($8.8 million from the Australian
Government and $2.2 million from the South Australian
Government) as part of the SA Rural Roads Package to
upgrade access for higher productivity vehicles (triple road
trains) to the South Australian Livestock Exchange (Dublin
Saleyard), located on Carslake Road, Dublin.

Construction of the centre pier and bridge abutments
on both sides of the Augusta Highway.
• Bridge girder installation.
• Concrete slab installation to form the bridge deck.

Wakefield River Bridge
•

Construction of the bridge deck.

Township works
•

Finalisation of the new southbound lanes, east of the
service stations.
• Upgrade of township water mains.
• Road widening of Port Wakefield Road (on the
southbound side) between Balaklava Road and Minnie
Street.
• Construction of Balaklava Road junction with the new
southbound lanes of Port Wakefield Road.
Nightworks are required to minimise impacts to traffic and
visitors to the area. Advance notice will be provided.

Meet Shaun McCollam
Shaun McCollam, Project
Manager - Port Wakefield
Township works, is leading
the construction team that will
provide approximately 95 fulltime equivalent employment
opportunities per year, over
the life of the project. This
includes members of the local
community, providing a valuable boost to the local
economy.
“It is great to be part of the Port Wakefield community
and be focused on works in town. It is good to see
visitors to the town and long-haul freight coming
through, knowing that we’re contributing to an even
better experience when they return after the project
is complete.” - Shaun McCollam
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The project will upgrade the Port Wakefield Highway
junction with Carslake Road, widen Carslake Road (for
approximately 2.2 kms) between Port Wakefield Highway
and the South Australian Livestock Exchange and include
an entrance upgrade. Helping improve road safety, freight
productivity, and efficiency for all road users along the
National Land Transport Network.
Additionally, the project will serve as a catalyst for the
development of other quality compatible businesses (such
as food processing, packing and manufacturing) along
Carslake Road, which carries an average of 210 vehicles
per day.
The project will be delivered by both the Department
for Infrastructure and Transport and the Adelaide Plains
Council.
Works to upgrade Port Wakefield Highway junction with
Carslake Road at Dublin commenced in March 2021, and
are expected to be completed by the end of July 2021.
Traffic management is in place to facilitate these works,
with changes required as construction progresses. Please
observe on-site signage.

To stay up-to-date and see more photos of our
works, download the SitePodium app from the App
Store or Google Play. This is a free app suited to
any smart phone or tablet.
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Community involvement
November 2020, Community Information
Session
The Community Information Session held at Port Wakefield
in November 2020, allowed the project team to build on
and strengthen relationships with the local community
and provide an overview of the project, while attendees
observed works up close on a tour of the site.
The 38 attendees found the session informative and they
particularly enjoyed the bus tour, requesting that future bus
tours be hosted. Attendees were interested in the design,
access points and upcoming changes and restrictions.
The PW2PA team are committed to communicating
regularly with locals about progress and upcoming works,
and have agreed to host more sessions with bus tours in
the future.

December 2020, Information Forum
An “Earthworks” themed Information Forum was held at
Port Wakefield in December 2020, at the Eagles Sports
and Community Centre.
Seventeen community members participated in the event
that also featured a bus tour of the project area. During the
tour, community members had an opportunity to view the
sites up close, while discussing the project with Project
Manager, Shaun.

March 2021, Community Information Session
The most recent Community Information Session was
held at Port Wakefield on Thursday, 25 March, 2021, at
the PW2PA site office, allowing locals to get up close to the
project and ask Project Manager, Shaun, any questions.
Our 15 attendees participated in this bus tour, giving them
the opportunity to see the significant changes across the
project site. Feedback was supportive of continuing to
have these sessions, including the bus tour, as it gives
locals the opportunity to connect with the team and ask
questions about the works that may impact them directly.

Attendees on the site tour as part of the “Earthworks” themed Information Forum (December 2020)
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